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In the last decades the working mechanism of the bilingual mental lexicon is of
growing interest; however, the number of studies concentrating on Hungarian as a
second language is not remarkable. The aim of this research was to investigate how
inflected nouns with stem alternations are stored in the mind in case of young adult
native Hungarians and learners of Hungarian as a foreign language. The results were
also expected to strengthen either the theory of the Dual-Mechanism Model or the
cognitive notion of schemas. The subjects of the survey were divided into 3 groups:
12 native speakers of Hungarian, 12 beginner learners of Hungarian and 9
participants who have at least 15 years of Hungarian language acquisition and are
not living in target language environment. The method was a 10-sentence-long
paper-based wug-test with nonsense words showing resemblance to existing, real
words that represent 10 main noun stem or stem alternation categories in the
Hungarian language. The main hypothesis was the following: native Hungarians
would favour the alternative stem when it suited into a pattern; beginners who were
aware of the ,rules” would tend to follow the broader category where alternation is
optional; and the data acquired from the advanced learners would fall between the 2
other groups. Besides, minor hypotheses were also laid down concerning some
given stem-types. The analysis of the results showed that the main hypothesis was
only partly verified: instead of simply following the rules, schema-competition and
individual creativity could be observed by both groups influenced by different factors
eg. frequency. This leads to the conclusion that the traditional rule-based concept of
the language is advised to be revised: some points of the cognitive schema-approach
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should be considered as a potential source that could have beneficial effect on

language teaching.

Alexandra Kajdi: Some questions about the storage of inflected nouns in case of Hungarian
speakers and L2 learners
Seite 2 von 4



Kleine Sprachen, was nun? Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin, 20. und 21. November 2014

Bibliography

Aitchinson, Jean 1993. Words in the Mind: An Introduction to the Mental Lexicon.
Blackwell. Oxford Uk. Cambridge USA.

Berko, Jean 1958. The childs learning of English morphology. Word 14: 150-177.

Bybee, Joan 2006. From usage to grammar: the mind’s response to repetition.
Language 82: 711-733.

Gor, Kira 2007. Experimental study of first and second language morphological
processing. In. Gonzalez-Marquez, Monica—Mittelberg, Irene—Coulson,
Seana—Spivey, Michael J. (ed.): Methods in Cognitive Linguistics. John
Benjamins. Amsterdam, Philadelphia. 368—-398.

Keijzer, Merel 2010. Inside the attriter’'s mind: A comparative exploration of the
cognitive constraints in Dutch L1 attrition in an L2 English environment and
advanced Dutch L1 acquisition. In. Pltz, Martin—Sicola, Laura (eds.).
Cognitive Processing in Second Language Acquisition. John Benjamins.
Amsterdam, Philadelphia. 227-243.

Kirkici, Bilal 2010. Distinct mechanisms in the processing of English past tense
morphology: A view from L2 processing. In. Pitz, Martin—Sicola, Laura (eds.).
Cognitive Processing in Second Language Acquisition. John Benjamins.
Amsterdam, Philadelphia. 67—-85.

Langacker, Ronald W. 2009. Investigations in Cognitive Grammar. Mouton de
Gruyter. Berlin, New York. 1-39.

Lukacs Agnes—Pléh Csaba—Kas Bence-Thuma Orsolya 2014. A szavak mentalis
reprezentacidja és az alaktani feldolgozas. In. Pléh Csaba—Lukacs Agnes (ed.)
Pszicholingvisztika. Akadémiai Kiad6. Budapest. 167-250.

Navracsics Judit 2007. A kétnyelvii mentalis lexikon. Balassi Kiadd. Budapest.
Navracsics Judit 2011. Szdaktivacio két nyelven. Gondolat Kiadd. Budapest.

Pavlenko, Aneta (ed.) 2009. The Bilingual Mental Lexicon: Interdisciplinary
Approaches. Multilingual Matters. Bristol, Buffalo, Toronto.

Pinker, Steven—Prince, Allan 1991. Regular and irregular morphology and the
psychological status of rules of grammar. Proceedings of the Seventeenth
Annual Meeting of the Berkeley Linguistics Society: General Session and
Parasession on The Grammar of Event  Structure. 230-251.
http.//elanguage.net/journals/bls/article/view/2732

Pléh Csaba-Lukacs Agnes (ed.) 2001. A magyar morfolégia pszicholingvisztikdja.
Osiris Kiad6. Budapest.

Alexandra Kajdi: Some questions about the storage of inflected nouns in case of Hungarian
speakers and L2 learners
Seite 3 von 4



Kleine Sprachen, was nun? Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin, 20. und 21. November 2014

Schmid, Hans-Jérg 2007. Entrenchment, Salience and Basic Levels. In. Geeraerts,
Dick—Cuyckens, Hubert (ed.): The Oxford Handbook of Cognitive Linguistics.
Oxford University Press. Oxford. 117—138.

Tuggy, David 2007. Schematicity. In. Geeraerts, Dick—Cuyckens, Hubert (ed.): The
Oxford Handbook of Cognitive Linguistics. Oxford University Press. Oxford. 82—
116.

Ullman, Michael T. 2004. Contributions of memory circuits to language: the
declarative/procedural model. Cognition 92: 231-270.

Alexandra Kajdi: Some questions about the storage of inflected nouns in case of Hungarian
speakers and L2 learners
Seite 4 von 4



